
We know that people in South Staffordshire have made huge sacrifices during the pandemic and we 
would like to thank you for all that you are doing to try and control the virus. 

The district, like the whole of Staffordshire, is currently at Medium Alert in the Government’s Local 
Covid Alert Levels and we must do everything we can to stop from moving to the High Alert level. 

However, time is against us, as despite everyone’s best efforts the number of cases of COVID-19 in South 
Staffordshire are still rising rapidly. On 14 October, the weekly rate was 121 per 100,000, this has risen 
as of 21 October to 182 per 100,000 people, which is higher than the average for Staffordshire, West 
Midlands and even more worryingly England rates, and is continuing to rise on a daily basis and will 
exceed 200 per 100,000 by the end of this week based on current trends. 

We are doing everything we can to bring down cases, but if we don’t succeed the Government will 
escalate us to High Alert. This would mean that additional restrictions would be imposed, including that 
it would become illegal to meet with members of another household indoors for social purposes, either 
at home or in a public place. 

We want to avoid being escalated to High Alert and, if we are escalated, we want to get back to Medium 
Alert as quickly as possible. The best way to do this is to follow the rules to stop the spread of infection. 
We need to act quickly to protect vulnerable people and keep businesses open. 

It is important to remember that nobody is immune from the virus. COVID-19 doesn’t care about you, 
your family or your friends, but we do. That’s why we must all pull together and stick to the national 
rules like never before. 

We would like to thank you and your family for your hard work and sacrifices so far to protect the 
vulnerable and elderly from the virus but we now need to redouble our efforts to bring the rate of cases 
down. We are asking everyone to strictly follow the national rules and do what they can in their local 
communities and businesses to help reduce the risk of virus transmission. 

The law and national guidance that apply at Medium Alert are summarised below and more details are 
available on the gov.uk website. 

 

 
 



Self-isolate if you have symptoms: 

Then book a test at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or by ringing 119. 

There are numerous testing sites available locally. 

All are bookable through the gov.uk website and have being showing good availability. 

Residents are urged not to turn up without an appointment. 

If you test positive, you must isolate for 10 days and your close contacts must isolate for 14 days. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Wash your hands regularly. 

It is now a legal requirement to wear a face covering in shops, on public transport, and in most indoor 
public places. 

Stay two metres away from other people wherever possible. 

Work at home if you can. 

It is now illegal for people to gather in groups of more than six if from more than one household, 
either at home or in public places. 

Businesses must ensure that they are ‘Covid secure’. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Thank you for your support. 

Brian Edwards MBE, 

Leader of South Staffordshire District Council 
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